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SCIENCE AND SERVICE NEWS UPDATES

NIMH GRANTEES NAMED RECIPIENTS OF PRESTIGIOUS PRESIDENTIAL AWARD
The National Institute of Mental Health (NIMH) congratulates NIMH grantees who received the Presidential
Early Career Award for Scientists and Engineers (PECASE). Established in 1996 by President Clinton, the
PECASE Award is the highest honor bestowed by the government of the United States (U.S.) on science and
engineering professionals in the early stages of their research careers. The awards represent the high
priority placed by the government on maintaining the U.S. position of leadership in science by producing
outstanding scientists and engineers who will broadly advance scientific missions important to federal
agencies. https://www.nimh.nih.gov/news/science-news/2019/nimh-grantees-named-recipients-ofprestigious-presidential-award.shtml

NIMH DEPLOYS NEW STRATEGY FOR OUTREACH
Against a backdrop of significant changes in the way health information is communicated to the public,
NIMH is launching a new comprehensive outreach effort to increase the public’s access to science-based
mental health information. As part of the first phase, NIMH developed NIMH Education and Awareness, a
portal on the NIMH website with tools and resources designed for and dedicated to outreach. The portal
features sharable social media graphics and messages, videos, podcasts, mental health information,
brochures and fact sheets, statistics, and announcements about upcoming live events and exhibits.
Individuals and organizations can freely use all the resources to raise awareness about mental health and
complement their own outreach efforts. https://www.nimh.nih.gov/news/science-news/2019/nimhdeploys-new-strategy-for-outreach.shtml

NIH ESTABLISHES NETWORK TO IMPROVE OPIOID ADDICTION TREATMENT IN
CRIMINAL JUSTICE SETTINGS
The National Institutes of Health (NIH) will award 12 grants to form the Justice Community Opioid
Innovation Network (JCOIN) to support research on quality addiction treatment for opioid use disorder in
criminal justice settings nationwide. JCOIN will establish a national network of investigators collaborating
with justice and behavioral health stakeholders to research promising interventions and other approaches
to improve the capacity of the justice system to respond to the opioid crisis. JCOIN is part of the NIH HEAL
(Helping to End Addiction Long-termSM) Initiative, an aggressive, trans-agency effort to speed scientific
solutions to stem the national opioid public health crisis. https://www.nih.gov/news-events/newsreleases/nih-establishes-network-improve-opioid-addiction-treatment-criminal-justice-settings
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SIMILARITIES BETWEEN AGGRESSIVE AND ADDICTIVE BEHAVIORS
Unlike drug addiction, aggressive behavior is an adaptive phenomenon that animals innately use for survival.
However, aggression can also become pathological or maladaptive. In a rodent study published in The
Journal of Neuroscience, scientists from the National Institute on Drug Abuse (NIDA) showed that neural
mechanisms that control appetitive aggressive behavior – a biologically-driven form of aggressive behavior
and violence characterized by positive affect – are like those that control drug-taking and seeking (relapse),
suggesting common neurobiological mechanisms of aggression reward and drug reward. In this study,
researchers found that one group of nervous system cells, dopamine receptor 1-expressing neurons in
nucleus accumbens, act as a critical modulator of appetitive aggressive behavior. This suggests that
maladaptive aggression, observed in several neuropsychiatric disorders, could possibly be treated using
approaches like those used to treat drug addiction. https://www.drugabuse.gov/news-events/latestscience/similarities-between-aggressive-addictive-behaviors

RISK FOR AUTISM SPECTRUM DISORDER MAINLY INFLUENCED BY GENETICS,
SUGGESTS NICHD-FUNDED STUDY
Inherited genetic factors account for approximately 80 percent of the risk for autism spectrum disorder
(ASD), according to estimates from an NIH-funded studies published in JAMA Psychiatry. The study included
more than 2 million people from 5 countries—Denmark, Finland, Sweden, Israel, and Australia—and
followed children from birth through 16 years of age. Out of the roughly 2 million children who participated
in the study, 22,156 (1.11 percent) were diagnosed with ASD. The authors concluded that variation in the
occurrence of ASD is likely due to inherited genetic influences, with less contribution from environmental
factors; however, it does not show that inherited genetic factors are the only cause of ASD.
https://www.nichd.nih.gov/newsroom/news/080119-autism

HRSA STUDY REVEALS CONSEQUENCES OF MATERNAL OPIOID USE ON CHILDREN’S
PHYSICAL AND MENTAL HEALTH
A Health Resources and Services Administration (HRSA) study of 8,509 mother-newborn pairs from the
Boston Birth Cohort found that 5.3% of the babies had in-utero opioid exposure, leading to higher risks of
fetal growth restriction and preterm birth. Among preschool-aged children, opioid exposure was associated
with increased risks of lack of expected physiological development and conduct disorder/emotional
disturbance. In school-aged children, opioid exposure was associated with a higher risk of attentiondeficit/hyperactivity disorder (ADHD). https://www.hrsa.gov/enews/past-issues/2019/july-3

2

RESOURCES: PUBLICATIONS, TOOLKITS, OTHER RESOURCES

NEW FROM NIMH
NIMH DIRECTOR’S STATEMENT ON DIVERSITY

NIMH Director Dr. Joshua Gordon highlights the importance of inclusivity in science and reinforces NIH
Director Dr. Francis Collins’ recent call for increased fairness and diversity in biomedical research and in the
presentation of that research at professional meetings. https://www.nimh.nih.gov/news/sciencenews/2019/nimh-directors-statement-on-diversity.shtml

NEW FROM NIH
NIH DIRECTOR’S BLOG: WE ARE NIH

NIH Director Dr. Francis Collins highlights a new NIH welcome video titled, “We are NIH.” The video is now
available to greet guests on campus and inform visitors on the NIH website about NIH and its lifesaving
mission. The video showcases a few people who work and volunteer at NIH every day to help turn discovery
into health and features Dr. Collins discussing the impact of NIH research.
https://directorsblog.nih.gov/2019/07/19/we-are-nih/
NIH DIRECTOR’S BLOG: THE AMAZING BRAIN: DEEP BRAIN STIMULATION

NIH Director Dr. Francis Collins showcases the first-place winner in the still-image category from the Brain
Research through Advancing Innovative Neurotechnologies® Initiative’s “Show Us Your Brain Contest!”,
which invited researchers involved in the effort to submit their coolest images. The winning image is an
artistic rendering of deep brain stimulation, an approach now under clinical investigation to treat cognitive
impairment that can arise after a traumatic brain injury and other conditions.
https://directorsblog.nih.gov/2019/08/01/the-amazing-brain-deep-brain-stimulation/
NIH NEWS IN HEALTH: BEYOND GAMES: USING VIRTUAL REALITY TO IMPROVE HEALTH

This article describes virtual reality (VR) and research demonstrating its benefits for improving health,
including for the treatment of fear and anxiety. https://newsinhealth.nih.gov/2019/07/beyond-games. It
also features a Q&A with Dr. Andrew Huberman, an NIH-funded neuroscientist at Stanford University, about
VR research, including what has been learned about anxiety. https://newsinhealth.nih.gov/2019/07/qa-drandrew-huberman-virtual-reality-research
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NIH NEWS IN HEALTH: HYPNOSIS FOR HEALTH: CAN TRANCES WORK?

Hypnosis and its potential benefits for treating post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD) and mood disorders is
highlighted in this NIH newsletter. https://newsinhealth.nih.gov/2019/07/hypnosis-health
NCCIH CLINICAL DIGEST FOR HEALTH PROFESSIONALS: ADHD AND COMPLEMENTARY HEALTH
APPROACHES

The National Center for Complementary and Integrative Health (NCCIH) provides information in this article
about complementary health approaches some people use for ADHD and the evidence about their
effectiveness. https://nccih.nih.gov/health/providers/digest/adhd?nav=govd
NCCIH: NATUROPATHY

Naturopathy and techniques used by naturopathic health providers to treat conditions such as stress are
described in this NCCIH article. https://nccih.nih.gov/health/naturopathy?nav=govd
NIA EASY-TO-READ BOOKLET: CLINICAL TRIALS AND OLDER ADULTS

The National Institute on Aging has produced a booklet that describes for older adults what a clinical trial is,
reasons why people take part in a clinical trial, how to find a clinical trial, and the benefits and risks of a
clinical trial. https://order.nia.nih.gov/publication/clinical-trials-and-older-adults-easy-to-readbooklet?utm_source=
NIDA FOR TEENS DRUGS AND HEALTH BLOG: MIXING MEDICINES CAN BE DANGEROUS

This NIDA for Teens blog post describes the potentially dangerous effects of mixing prescription
medications, such as those used to treat ADHD, and over-the-counter medicines with other medicines and
substances. https://teens.drugabuse.gov/blog/post/mixing-medicines-can-be-dangerous
NIDA FOR TEENS DRUGS AND HEALTH BLOG: MEET YOUR BRAIN

This NIDA blog highlights a video that explores the different parts and regions of the brain and their role in
controlling things like thoughts, feelings, and movement. https://teens.drugabuse.gov/blog/post/meetyour-brain?utm_source=teenRSS&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=teen-Blog
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NIMHD NATIONAL MINORITY MENTAL HEALTH AWARENESS MONTH TWITTER CHAT HIGHLIGHTS

Highlights of a Twitter chat in co-hosted by the National Institute on Minority Health and Health Disparities
and the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) Office of Minority Health in observation of the
2019 National Minority Mental Health Month are now available. The chat featured general information on
mental health disparities and inequity, barriers unique to minority groups that prevent access to mental
health care, and opportunities for improving treatment and access to mental health services.
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/USNIHNIMHD/bulletins/25578c2

NEW FROM HHS
MENTAL HEALTH INFOGRAPHIC FROM HEALTHY PEOPLE 2020

Each month, HHS releases an infographic with the latest data related to a Healthy People 2020 (HP 2020)
Leading Health Indicator (LHI) topic. These infographics show progress toward HP 2020 LHI targets — and
show where there’s still work to be done. Mental health was the topic of the July featured LHI.
https://health.gov/news/announcements/2019/07/check-out-the-new-mental-health-infographic-fromhealthy-people-2020/
HP 2020 STORIES FROM THE FIELD: FILLING HEALTH CARE GAPS TO PREVENT SUICIDES IN MICHIGAN

This blog post from HP 2020’s Stories from the Field series highlights what the Henry Ford Health System in
Detroit, Michigan is doing to address suicide through the Zero Suicide Initiative.
https://health.gov/news/blog/2019/07/filling-health-care-gaps-to-prevent-suicides-in-michigan/?source=

NEW FROM AHRQ
AHRQ NEWS NOW: AHRQ STATS: DEPRESSION SCREENING

This Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality (AHRQ) newsletter highlights the finding from the 2015
Medical Expenditures Panel that fewer than half of all Americans ages 35 and older were screened for
depression. https://www.ahrq.gov/news/newsletters/e-newsletter/673.html
AHRQ STATS: COMMON MENTAL AND SUBSTANCE USE DISORDERS

This statistical brief highlights the finding from the AHRQ Healthcare Cost and Utilization Project that 1 in 5
hospitalizations for mental and substance use disorders in 2016 was for alcohol disorders and schizophrenia.
https://www.hcup-us.ahrq.gov/reports/statbriefs/sb249-Mental-Substance-Use-Disorder-Hospital-Stays2016.jsp?utm_source=ahrq
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NEW FROM CDC
PREVENTING ADVERSE CHILDHOOD EXPERIENCES: MENTAL HEALTH PROVIDER MODULE

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention has produced this new online training program to educate
mental health professionals about adverse childhood experiences and how to prevent them and intervene
when they happen to lessen harm. https://vetoviolence.cdc.gov/apps/acestraining/?deliveryName=DVP_Santos_ACEs_Email_DM4831#/mhp/3-0-1#top

NEW FROM FDA
FDA ARTICLE: SOME MEDICINES AND DRIVING DON’T MIX

This article from the Food and Drug Administration discusses the side effects associated with certain types
of prescription and over-the-counter medications that can make it unsafe to drive, including specific types of
medications used to treat mental illnesses. https://www.fda.gov/consumers/consumer-updates/somemedicines-and-driving-dont-mix

NEW FROM HRSA
SCREENING YOUTH FOR SUICIDE RISK WEBINAR ARCHIVE

An archived recording and slides are available for this webinar featuring NIMH’s Dr. Lisa Horowitz and NIMH
grantee Dr. Jeffrey Bridge who provided background data on suicide and suicidal behavior among youth and
young adults and discussed suicide prevention research in screening in both medical and school settings.
https://www.childrenssafetynetwork.org/webinar/screening-youth-suicide-risk

NEW FROM SAMHSA
GUIDANCE TO STATES AND SCHOOL SYSTEMS ON ADDRESSING MENTAL HEALTH AND SUBSTANCE USE
ISSUES IN SCHOOLS

This Joint Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services (SAMHSA)-Centers for Medicare and Medicaid
informational Bulletin provides guidance to states and school systems about addressing mental health and
substance use issues in schools. It provides examples of approaches for services in schools and describes
some Medicaid authorities that states may use to cover services.
https://store.samhsa.gov/product/Guidance-to-States-and-School-Systems-on-Addressing-MentalHealth-and-Substance-Use-Issues-in-Schools/PEP19-SCHOOL-GUIDE
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BLOG: ALARMING SUICIDE TRENDS IN AFRICAN AMERICAN CHILDREN: AN URGENT ISSUE

In recognition of National Minority Mental Health Awareness Month, this SAMHSA Office of Behavioral
Health Equity blog post discusses the substantial rise in suicide among African American children ages 5-11
and SAMHSA’s efforts to address the problem. https://blog.samhsa.gov/2019/07/23/alarming-suicidetrends-in-african-american-children-an-urgent-issue
DTAC BULLETIN: WILDFIRE PREPAREDNESS AND RESPONSE

This SAMHSA e-newsletter from the Disaster Technical Assistance Center (DTAC) discusses the importance
of preparing for wildfires and other disasters to reduce the likelihood of distressing experiences and postdisaster mental health problems.
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/USSAMHSA/bulletins/24c8a86
THE DIALOGUE: DISASTER APPS, TOOLS, AND TECHNOLOGY

This issue of The Dialogue from SAMHSA’s DTAC highlights the ways disaster planners can utilize mobile
apps and social media before, during, and after a disaster. It also provides information on tools to assist the
public in recovering from a disaster. https://www.samhsa.gov/sites/default/files/dtac/samhsa-dtacdialogue15-030719.pdf
THE DIALOGUE: CHILDREN AND DISASTERS

This issue of The Dialogue highlights the importance of preparing children for natural disasters and helping
them cope with their emotional reactions to disasters. A variety of preparedness and recovery resources are
offered to better help parents, caregivers, and disaster behavioral health professionals.
https://www.samhsa.gov/sites/default/files/dtac/dialoguevol15_i02_children_508.pdf
SAMHSA TIP SHEET: CREATING MESSAGES ABOUT SUICIDE PREVENTION

This tip sheet describes concepts that emerged from message testing on suicide prevention that SAMHSA
conducted in preparation for the 2019 National Children’s Mental Health Awareness Day. This tip sheet is
designed to help organizations develop their system of care messaging around suicide prevention.
https://theinstitute.umaryland.edu/media/ssw/institute/hub-resources/social-marketing/CreatingMessages-About-Suicide-Prevention.pdf
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MHTTC NATIONAL SCHOOL MENTAL HEALTH CURRICULUM: GUIDANCE AND BEST PRACTICES FOR
STATES, DISTRICTS, AND SCHOOLS

The SAMHSA-funded Mental Health Technology Transfer Center (MHTTC) Network Coordinating Office has
developed the National School Mental Health Curriculum to facilitate cross-network and cross-regional
activities to promote screening for mental health issues in schools, adoption of evidence-based mental
health practices by school personnel, and capacity of schools to appropriately refer students to mental
health services. https://mhttcnetwork.org/centers/mhttc-network-coordinating-office/national-schoolmental-health-projects
MHTTC PATHWAYS NEWSLETTER: JULY IS NATIONAL MINORITY MENTAL HEALTH MONTH

The July issue of this monthly e-newsletter highlights events and resources about mental health issues
affecting minority groups. https://mailchi.mp/88eec811d038/mhttc-pathways-july-140293?e=51679c872e

NEW FROM VA
VA BLOG: NEW PSA URGES EVERYONE TO ‘BE THERE FOR VETERANS’

This Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) blog post describes a new public service announcement narrated
by actor and filmmaker Tom Hanks to educate people about how to be there for Veterans in need, which is
part of VA’s efforts to address Veteran suicide. https://www.blogs.va.gov/VAntage/63052/va-psa-urgeseveryone-bethere-veterans/
PTSD MONTHLY UPDATE: FOCUS ON WHAT’S BOTHERING YOU

This issue of the VA’s PTSD Monthly Update describes the treatments available for PTSD.
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/USVHA/bulletins/251e8f9

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

SAMHSA TA NETWORK WEBINARS
AUGUST 2019

The SAMHSA TA Network is sponsoring several webinars during the month of August on topics such as
cognitive behavioral therapy for clinical high risk and care integration best practices.
https://theinstitute.umaryland.edu/our-work/national/network/learning-communities/
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IMPLEMENTING EFFECTIVE SYSTEMS OF CARE FOR CHILDREN, YOUTH, AND
TRANSITION-AGED YOUTH WITH OR AT-RISK OF SED IN RURAL COMMUNITIES
AUGUST 6, 2019, 3:00 PM ET

This webinar will feature panel presentations about the challenges, successes, and lessons learned from the
speakers’ experiences in the implementation of effective rural Systems of Care. Discussion will include
research findings related to engaging students and families in rural educational settings, cultural
considerations, and strategies for engaging youth in remote communities.
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/USSAMHSA/bulletins/25067db

THE WAY HOME: A VIRTUAL SUMMIT ON HOMELESSNESS, SERIOUS MENTAL ILLNESS,
AND SUBSTANCE USE DISORDERS
AUGUST 7-8, 2019, 10:30 A.M. TO 5:30 PM ET

This two-day national online event is presented free of charge by SAMHSA’s Homeless and Housing
Resource Network and will feature plenaries and breakout sessions addressing three topic areas: Facilitating
Access, Intervening Early, and Improving Services.
https://ahpnet.adobeconnect.com/thewayhome_publicagenda/

CREATING POSITIVE CONNECTIONS TO ENGAGE FATHERS OF CHILDREN WITH SED:
EXAMPLES FROM THE FIELD
FRIDAY, AUGUST 9, 2019 FROM 2:30-4:00PM ET

This webinar will focus on the importance of fathers in the lives of their children and the value of peer
support in creating re-engagement. Panelists will describe two programs that demonstrate positive
outcomes as they support the creation of new connections between fathers and their families. Both
programs focus on the issues and concerns that fathers of children with Serious Emotional Disturbance face
daily, as well as providing avenues for a nurturing connection with their children. https://eventsna3.adobeconnect.com/content/connect/c1/986655080/en/events/event/shared/1700946820/event_la
nding.html?connect-session=na3breezgh46cou6wfk3yhtv&sco-id=2442283410&_charset_=utf-8
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SUCCESSFUL SUPPORTED EMPLOYMENT - FINANCING STRATEGIES
AUGUST 12, 2019, 3:00-4:00 PM ET

In this SAMHSA GAINS Center webinar, presenters will describe different approaches to financing supported
employment programs that have been implemented at the state, community, and program levels, including
Medicaid waivers, collaborating with Vocational Rehabilitation departments, Social Security Administration
Work Incentives, and more.
https://praincevents.webex.com/mw3300/mywebex/default.do?nomenu=true&siteurl=praincevents&se
rvice=6&rnd=

STRATEGIES FOR COLLABORATIVE EARLY DIVERSION ENCOUNTERS
NEW DATE AND TIME: AUGUST 15, 2019, 1:00-2:30 PM ET

Many early diversion strategies rely upon cooperation between law enforcement officers and mental health
professionals to manage crisis encounters. However, on-scene cooperation depends on stakeholder
collaboration and clear protocols for how to handle a variety of situations. This webinar will spotlight
jurisdictions that have established effective joint responses to mental health crises and provide participants
with guidance for their own communities. https://www.prainc.com/early-diversion-summer-series/

CRITICAL CROSSROADS: PEDIATRIC MENTAL HEALTH CARE IN THE EMERGENCY
DEPARTMENT
AUGUST 15, 2019, 3:00 PM ET

This HRSA webcast will describe the Critical Crossroads toolkit, a new resource to help hospital emergency
departments better manage and coordinate care for children and adolescents in mental health crisis.
Presenters include HRSA Associate Administrators Michael D. Warren (Maternal and Child Health) and Tom
Morris (Rural Health).
https://services.choruscall.com/links/hrsa190815.html?utm_campaign=enews20190801&utm_medium=e
mail&utm_source=govdelivery
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EFFECTIVE EARLY DIVERSION FOLLOW-UP FOR ENGAGING INDIVIDUALS IN SERVICES
AND RECOVERY
AUGUST 19, 2019, 1:00-2:00 PM ET

Many early diversion programs experience challenges around engaging individuals in services following the
warm hand-off to mental health professionals. Early diversion programs have employed follow-up
engagement strategies led by a variety of professionals, including law enforcement officers, emergency
medical services, mental health professionals, and peer support specialists. This webinar will examine
follow-up strategies implemented in several jurisdictions to improve treatment engagement.
https://praincevents.webex.com/mw3300/mywebex/default.do?nomenu=true&siteurl=praincevents&se
rvice=

SUCCESSFUL SUPPORTED EMPLOYMENT - OVERCOMING COMMON BARRIERS TO
EMPLOYMENT
AUGUST 21, 2019 3:00 PM ET

This SAMHSA GAINS Center webinar will focus on what steps programs have taken to break down the
barriers to successful, competitive employment for individuals with serious mental health conditions. Expert
presenters will describe the perceptions of program staff, family members, employers, and individuals that
can create barriers within supported employment programs, and what can be done to shift those
perceptions. In addition, presenters will provide examples of practices or processes used for overcoming
other common obstacles to successful supported employment, such as limited access to comprehensive
benefits counseling, staff turnover, and others.
https://praincevents.webex.com/mw3300/mywebex/default.do?nomenu=true&siteurl=praincevents&se
rvice=6&rnd=0.6721109278785262&main_url=https%3A%2F%2Fpraincevents.webex.com

NIH ALL OF US RESEARCH PROGRAM: TRIBAL CONSULTATION AND LISTENING
SESSIONS
AUGUST 21, 2019, 2:30-5:00 PM ET, DENVER, COLORADO

NIH will take part in this 2019 HHS Regional Consultation to discuss the All of Us Research Program in-person
with Tribal leaders. The goal is to engage with Tribal Nations to facilitate the inclusion of American Indian
and Alaska Native populations in this program. https://allofus.nih.gov/about/tribal-engagement/all-ustribal-leader-and-urban-indian-organization-letter
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NIH ALL OF US JOURNEY EXHIBIT
AUGUST 2019

The All of Us Journey Exhibit and the All of Us Mobile Education and Enrollment Center visit communities
nationwide to raise awareness about the All of Us Research Program. Both exhibits feature hands-on
activities for visitors to learn about research, precision medicine, and the opportunity to enroll in All of
Us. The exhibit will appear at events in Illinois, Minnesota, Oregon, Washington, and Wisconsin in August.
https://allofus.nih.gov/news-events-media/all-us-journey#upcoming-events-4

VA AND DOD 2019 SUICIDE PREVENTION CONFERENCE
AUGUST 26-29, 2019, NASHVILLE, TN

This August, nearly 2,000 VA and Department of Defense (DoD) care teams, leaders, allies and subject
matter experts from across the country will convene at the 2019 VA/DoD Suicide Prevention Conference in
Nashville, Tennessee. Since its inception in 2004, this annual conference has been an important forum for
sharing best practices, key research findings, and policy updates in the suicide prevention field. It is a crucial
extension of the shared VA and DoD mission to prevent suicide among all service members and Veterans.
https://www.blogs.va.gov/VAntage/62674/va-dod-announce-2019-suicide-prevention-conference/

NCCIH AT 20: A CATALYST FOR INTEGRATIVE HEALTH RESEARCH
SEPTEMBER 23, 2019, BETHESDA, MD

NCCIH will host a one-day research symposium to celebrate the Center’s 20th anniversary. This event will
celebrate progress in complementary and integrative health research and look to the future of the field. The
day will feature a Stephen E. Straus Distinguished Lecture in the Science of Complementary Therapies by Dr.
Lorimer Moseley of the University of South Australia titled, “Why We Need a Pain Revolution: From Science
to Practice,” lightning round presentations with early-stage investigators, and two panel discussions on pain
research in military and veteran populations as well as the future of natural products research. Register to
attend in person or via videocast. https://www.eventbrite.com/e/nccih-at-20-a-catalyst-for-integrativehealth-research-tickets-58142747523
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CALLS FOR PUBLIC INPUT

REQUEST FOR INFORMATION (RFI): NATIONAL RESEARCH STRATEGY FOR THE
PRESIDENT'S ROADMAP TO EMPOWER VETERANS AND END THE NATIONAL TRAGEDY
OF SUICIDE (PREVENTS)
To advance the President's vision of a National Roadmap to Empower Veterans and End Suicide, the White
House Office of Science and Technology Policy (OSTP) and the VA will lead development of a National
Research Strategy to improve the coordination, monitoring, benchmarking, and execution of public- and
private-sector research related to the factors that contribute to Veteran suicide. Through this RFI, OSTP and
the VA seek input on ways to increase knowledge about factors influencing suicidal behaviors and ways to
prevent suicide; inform the development of a robust and forward-looking research agenda; coordinate
relevant research efforts across the Nation; and measure progress on these efforts. The public input
provided in response to this RFI will inform the Veteran Wellness, Empowerment, and Suicide Prevention
Task Force, which will develop and implement the National Research Strategy. The response deadline is
August 5, 2019. https://www.research.va.gov/PREVENTS/?utm_source=

AHRQ SEEKS NOMINATIONS TO ITS NATIONAL ADVISORY COUNCIL
Nominations are being accepted to AHRQ’s National Advisory Council, a 21-member volunteer panel that
meets three times a year to advise the agency's director and the HHS secretary on matters related to
AHRQ's mission. Nominees may include experts in healthcare quality and improvement, clinical practice,
health insurance, healthcare administration, economics, informatics, healthcare law, public policy, or the
private sector. The agency also welcomes nominees from small healthcare systems as well as state and local
human services organizations. The nomination deadline is August 11.
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2019/06/12/2019-12323/national-advisory-council-forhealthcare-research-and-quality-request-for-nominations-for-members

TELEMENTAL HEALTH FOR SUICIDE PREVENTION IN EMERGENCY DEPARTMENT
SETTINGS
NIMH is seeking input on current clinical experience in the use of telehealth in emergency department
settings to reduce suicidal thoughts and behavior, and research gaps for providing this type of care.
Responses are due August 30.
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/notice-files/NOT-MH-19-030.html
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CLINICAL TRIALS PARTICIPATION NEWS

NATIONWIDE RECRUITMENT
A STUDY OF SCHIZOPHRENIA AND THE BRAIN: A SIX-MONTH INPATIENT EVALUATION STUDY
The National Institute of Mental Health in Bethesda, Maryland, invites qualifying adults who have been
diagnosed with schizophrenia or schizoaffective disorder to participate in an inpatient research study at the
NIH Clinical Center. In this study, researchers will be evaluating how the brain works in individuals diagnosed
with schizophrenia to better understand the underlying causes of this illness. This study is usually six months
long and generally has three phases. The first phase involves a thorough evaluation of the diagnosis,
medications, and treatment. The second phase includes evaluations during periods on and off standard
medications, with each period ranging from four to six weeks. The third phase focuses on stabilization,
treatment, and discharge planning. Evaluations include a variety of medical, cognitive, neurological, and
neurocognitive assessments. Advanced neuroimaging techniques (e.g., MRI, MEG, and PET) are used along
with specialized cognitive tests designed to understand specific functions of the brain. Individuals interested
in the study can find out if they qualify by emailing NIMH at schizophrenia@mail.nih.gov or calling 301-4358970 (1-888-674-6464) [TTY: 1-866-411-1010]. Protocol #89-M-0160.
https://www.nimh.nih.gov/research/research-conducted-at-nimh/join-a-study/trials/adult-studies/astudy-of-schizophrenia-and-the-brain-a-six-month-inpatient-evaluation-study.shtml

FUNDING INFORMATION

MENTAL AND SUBSTANCE USE DISORDER PRACTITIONER DATA
https://www.samhsa.gov/grants/grant-announcements/fg-19-002
MENTAL AND SUBSTANCE USE DISORDERS PREVALENCE STUDY
https://www.samhsa.gov/grants/grant-announcements/fg-19-003
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The Outreach Partnership Program is a nationwide outreach initiative of the National Institute of Mental
Health (NIMH) that enlists state and national organizations in a partnership to increase the public’s access to
science-based mental health information. For more information about the program, please visit
http://www.nimh.nih.gov/outreach/partnership-program/index.shtml. To subscribe to receive the Update,
go to http://www.nimh.nih.gov/outreach/partnership-program/news-and-updates-from-theprogram.shtml.
The information provided in the Update is intended for use by NIMH Outreach Partners, National Partners, and their associates for
the express purpose of exchanging information that may be useful in the development of state and local mental health outreach,
information, education, and partnership programs.
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